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Press Release - For immediate use
Tatsumi Orimoto: Live in Translation

The Exchange, Penzance   10 July - 18 September

The focus of Live in Translation is the work made by Japanese artist Tatsumi Orimoto in partnership with his mother, Art Mama, who he has nursed full-time since she developed Alzheimer’s. The exhibition features video, performance and photographic works from his archive such as, Bread Man with Mama, Art Mama: Big Shoes, and Mama in the Box, which span from the 1980s to the present. 
In the 1970s Orimoto worked in New York, as assistant to Nam June Paik, and participated in the Fluxus art movement. Since his Fluxus experiences, his work has been dealing with the theme of communication and an important example of this are his legendary Breadman performances. Through his Breadman persona Orimoto has travelled the world featuring in numerous biennials from Sydney to Venice. However, this relationship between performance, memory and image is most moving in his later series of works that feature his mother. The Art Mama series documents the physical and mental decline of his mother, Odei. It provides an insight into ways in which the artist has taken a universal issue that affects society and turned it into inspiration for an on-going portrait of our relationship to self-image and aging. Far from making fun of Odei, the Dadaist humour in Orimoto’s work is a method of slowing down the progress of her disease, as well as making the disabilities of elderly people visible. With works such as, Mama in the Box and Art Mama: Big Shoes by Art Mama, Orimoto has ensured that his art has stayed close to his lived reality.
Orimoto will make his famous Breadman performance in Penzance on Saturday 10 July. Central to this performance is his use of bread, as Orimoto and other participants become living sculptures, their heads and faces covered with bundles of baguettes, tied with string. The use of bread is multi-layered, with associations ranging from its function as a staple of the western diet, to connotations of consumerism and poverty, or its meaning in Christian iconography as an emblem of sharing on the one hand and sacrifice on the other. Starting at The Exchange, the Breadman will lead a tour of tourist sites through the centre of Penzance, stopping for photo opportunities and offering bread to the public
The artist lives and works with his mother in Kawasaki City, Japan. He has shown extensively in exhibitions and major museums across Asia, Europe, USA, and South America, and has participated in Biennales in Sydney (1988), São Paolo (1991, 2002), Venice (2001), Yokohama Triennale (2001), Busan (2002), Sharjah (2003), Bucharest (2006), as well as leading performances festivals worldwide.  
Live in Translation is showing in partnership with A Foundation, Liverpool 3 July – 14 August 2010
- ends -

For more information, contact Kathy Hill 01736 363715
Kathy.hill@newlynartgallery.co.uk or visit www.newlynartgallery.co.uk 

_________________________________________________________________

Editor’s Notes:

 (1) Tatsumi Orimoto: Live in Translation is an A Foundation touring exhibition in collaboration with DNA Berlin, The Exchange, Penzance and the Permanent Gallery Brighton. It is supported by Arts Council England, The Japan Foundation, Esmee Fairbairn Foundation, Liverpool City Council and DNA Gallery Berlin.

(2) Tatsumi Orimoto / biography 
1946 - Born in Kawasaki City

1969 - Studied at Institute of Art, California

1971 - Moved to New York

1977 - Returned to Japan, lives and works in Kawasaki City
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(3) Alongside Live in Translation there will be an on-going and varied programme of talks, workshops and events, starting with the Breadman performance on Saturday 10 July.
Art and Dementia Debate - An open discussion on art and dementia with artists and carers, exploring issues arising from making art about and with people with dementia. Wednesday 25 August.
Fluxus Now? Symposium and Performance. A two-day event presenting live art performances with speakers and panel discussion, looking at the legacy and on-going influence of this international art movement in the 1960s and ‘70s. Friday 3 and Saturday 4 September. 
Curated by The Exchange & Art Surgery www.artsurgery.org 
Visitor Information

The Exchange, Princes Street, Penzance TR18 2NL
01736 363715 www.newlynartgallery.co.uk
Exhibition continues 10 July - 18 September 2010

A Foundation Liverpool, 67 Greenland Street, Liverpool L1 0BY

0151 706 0600 www.afoundation.org.uk

Exhibition continues 3 July – 14 August 2010
