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NSA REALITY CHECK
Newlyn Art Gallery is pleased to present Reality Check, curated by Newlyn Society of Artists members Michael Donnelly and Marion Taylor and exhibiting recent work from seventeen NSA members; 
Richard Ballinger, Susan Bleakley, Susannah Clemence, Marie-Claire Hamon, Mark Jenkin, Patrick Lowry, Ian Penna, Felicity Robertson, Samantha Sand Holmes, Jesse Leroy Smith, Ken Spooner, Paul Wadsworth, Jason Walker, Peter Webster, Belinda Whiting, Emma Saffy Wilson and Lisa Wright.   

Reality Check opens at Newlyn Art Gallery on 29th May and runs until 10th July 2010. The exhibition explores how artists develop and use what is around them, with current issues worked and reworked, instilling them with a sense of wonder and surprise. 

Reality Check refers to the process of coming to terms with what is actually happening, rather than what one believes is happening. The artists selected for Reality Check take an uncompromising view of the world – some confrontational, others subtle or subversive. All offer a commentary or reflection on contemporary issues; whether it’s consumerism, civil unrest or social & political identity. The exhibition includes painting, photography, drawing, printmaking, video, installation and sculpture. 

  

Richard Ballinger’s painting of an urban landscape on a grid of billed envelopes explores notions of the divide between rich and poor. Susan Bleakley's series of photographs depict the reality of the morgue as a mainly humdrum, workaday place normally unseen by the public at large. Susannah Clemence will paste a series of political protest prints outside the gallery, highlighting the reality of how our behaviour affects our environment.
Marie-Claire Hamon’s powerful oil paintings of burning cars and oil refineries portray and question how oil has become the substance that powers, sustains and drives our way of life and economy. Mark Jenkin presents Aurora’s Kiss, an audio visual story that is a study of modern social dislocation, dancing unapologetically between reality and fantasy. Patrick Lowry uses the displacement and replication of a shopping centre lift that comments on consumerism and the financial facade that supports this social mechanism.

The cleaning up of dog excrement is a subject not often found in a gallery situation but through the use of video and installation Ian Penna explores this everyday scourge on society. Felicity Robertson’s paintings re-describe media images of foreign civil unrest, questioning our inability or unwillingness to relate these events to our own lives. Samantha Sand Holmes presents a series of thoughtful wall mounted sculptures which invite us to check the reality of our relationship to the world and the people close to us.
Jesse Leroy Smith uses a combination of portraiture and video projection to look at the states of being that are experienced for the first time as we hit adolescence. Ken Spooner’s installation of the casts of cameras look as if they have been excavated in some archaeological dig, though raise notions of surveillance, intrusion and the unstoppable passing of time. Paul Wadsworth presents documentation of his Black Cloth Project, in which members of the community were invited to pose in a black cloth - transforming themselves in the studio and exploring the transition between identities.
Jason Walker’s group of paintings observes the skate ramp at Wherrytown, Newlyn and those that frequent it. Peter Webster presents a large drawing of thirty-five constituent sheets, inviting us to re-imagine the visual and associative properties of each source image. Emma Saffy Wilson will be exhibiting a very immediate response to the term ‘Dirty War’ by using iconic plastic toy soldiers covered in sieved mud. Their small, faceless and motionless anonymity poses no threat and by doing so responds to the reality of the war in Afghanistan and the lives of British soldiers lost there. 

Belinda Whiting’s highly personal and emotional photographs take us on a journey that explores the process of erosion and change brought about by dementia. Lisa Wright’s paintings link the past and the reality of the present using paintings of children lost in a timeless state of adolescence - reflecting on the passing of time and our own mortality.

NSA Reality Check runs from 29th May – 10th July 2010 and is open Monday - Saturday: 10am - 5pm, closed on Sundays and open 11am-4pm on Bank Holidays. For more information please visit 
www.newlynartgallery.co.uk or www.nsanewlyn.com
ENDS

Released by Newlyn Art Gallery. For more information, please contact Kathy Hill on 01736 363715 or email kathy.hill@newlynartgallery.co.uk.

Notes to Editor

About the NSA

The NSA is a group of about one hundred and fifty professional artists who either live in the South West or have strong connections with the area. The membership is composed of artists working across the full range of contemporary media including painting, sculpture, photography, printmaking, video/digital, site specific and performance. The NSA has a close working relationship with The Exchange in Penzance and Newlyn Art Gallery where it has had a base since its formation more than a century ago. It is run and administered by a committee elected annually from the membership. 






