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PRESS RELEASE

Don’t underestimate the impact of the workplace

Nuno Sousa Vieira 
24th April – 22nd May 2010, Newlyn Art Gallery

Monday – Saturday, 10am – 5pm Admission Free

From the 24th – 22nd April 2010 Newlyn Art Gallery in Cornwall will present the first UK showing of the work of Portuguese artist Nuno Sousa Vieira, who has gained an increasing reputation in Portugal and across Europe for his thought-provoking sculptural works. The new exhibition, which has received additional support from Ministério da Cultura/Direcção-Geral da Artes and Fundação Calouste Gulbenkian, will feature specially commissioned works and others which have previously been shown in Portugal. All are made from materials taken from the abandoned factory building in Leiria outside Lisbon where Sousa Vieira works. 

Visitors will enter the gallery through an industrial door from the artist’s studio in Portugal, cut and folded to fit the existing Newlyn Art Gallery doorway. Further works will intervene in the gallery spaces in unexpected ways. A piece which covers the window of the upstairs gallery will disrupt the view of St Michael’s Mount and instead visitors will face their own reflection and that of the gallery behind them. The exhibition at Newlyn Art Gallery also includes sculptural works such as the extraordinary Chão Morto (2009). This large rectangular structure which will dominate the main upstairs gallery was painstakingly made from the wooden blocks which formed the parquet floor of the archive room in the factory.
The old plastics factory that Sousa Vieira works from has influenced his practice in increasingly overt ways including the production of sculptural works from materials left behind in the building. His new works are often accompanied by short films, which add layers of meaning to the sculptures. 
Concerns about consumerism and the built-in obsolescence of many of the objects with which we surround ourselves have always been present for Sousa Vieira. By using the discarded materials he finds around him in the factory, he is recycling, turning apparently useless materials into works of art. 
Of this process he says:

“These objects have lost their original function and utility. They were chairs, stools, windows and doors that once opened, closed and divided spaces. They allowed someone to sit on them and work. At a certain point they were abandoned, not because they were damaged, or fragile, or no longer resistant. Quite simply, social and economic development led them to be abandoned. From that point on they would only be considered as rubbish. This waste causes me great concern. We are successively producing and abandoning, even despising, all kinds of objects and structures. We rapidly find them obsolete and replace them, because it is easier to build or produce anew than to rethink, reuse or re-qualify these spaces or objects. And sadly, nowadays this equally applies to people.”

Commissioned to make new works for Newlyn Art Gallery, the artist has chosen to continue his use of the discarded material from the factory, but for this exhibition he has made work specifically informed by the building and spaces in Newlyn Art Gallery. These new works encourage visitors to look more closely at the gallery and raise questions not only about the impact of the space on the works of art shown within them, but also the impact the buildings in which we live and work may have on our lives. 
The exhibition has been curated by students from MA Curatorial Practice at University College Falmouth, which is delivered in partnership with Newlyn Art Gallery and The Exchange, Tate St Ives and visual arts commissioning agency ProjectBase. This exhibition not only complements the existing programme at Newlyn Art Gallery and The Exchange, but is also a good example of the ethos and vision which underpins the organisation. Director James Green says:


‘We aim to bring the very best national and international contemporary art to our visitors, and to support the development of local artists and arts professionals in any way we can. This exhibition does all those things.’

The exhibition opens on Saturday, 24th April and continues until Saturday, 22nd May 2010.   

For further information on Newlyn Art Gallery visit www.newlynartgallery.co.uk  email mail@newlynartgallery.co.uk or telephone 01736 363715.

For further information about MA Curatorial Practice at University College Falmouth visit www.falmouth.ac.uk/curatorialpractice, email admissions@falmouth.ac.uk or telephone Admissions on 01326 214393.

ENDS

Notes to the Editor:
There will be a Private View on Friday, 24 April from 7pm to 9pm at which, at 7.30pm Professor Anne Carlisle, Rector and Chief Executive of University College Falmouth will give an opening address.
Images:
Image 1: Chão Morto This piece, which will feature in the exhibition at Newlyn Art Gallery, has already been shown in Portugal to great acclaim. It has been constructed from pieces of the floor of the archive room in the abandoned factory which has become the artist’s studio.

Image 2: The factory in Leiria outside Lisbon, which is now the artist’s studio and provides the material for his works. 
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The Artist:

Nuno Sousa Vieira was born in Leiria, in 1971. Having studied Visual Arts at ESTGAD, Caldas da Rainha, he now lives and works in Leiria and Lisbon. This year, 2010, he has been commissioned to present new work at ARCO, Feria Internacional de Arte Contemporáneo de Madrid, and at the Bienal de São Paulo.

Some of his major shows include Chão Morto, Carpe Diem, Lisbon, 2009; To Draw an Escape Plan, Galeria Graça Brandão, Lisbon, 2009; Redesenhar, Empty Cube, Lisbon, 2008; SP(H)É(I), Galeria Graça Brandão, Oporto, 2006 and 1 Hour Later and Impossible Rectilinear Space (m/m# 1/6), CAV, Coimbra, 2005.

