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Newlyn Art Gallery and The Exchange
PRESS RELEASE: September 2009

Event title: NSA Double Vision
Date: 17th Oct 2009 – 9th Jan 2010

Time: Tues – Sat 10am – 5pm, Closed Sun and Mon

Venue: The Exchange, Princes St, Penzance, TR18 2NL

Thought Newlyn Society of Artists was all about paintings of boats? Well think again… 
NSA DOUBLE VISION
The Exchange is pleased to present Double Vision, nine collaborative projects by Newlyn Society of Artists’ members: Alessandra Ausenda, Jessica Cooper, Gareth Edwards, Bernard Irwin, John Keys, Jesse Leroy Smith, Ken Turner, Bren Unwin and Kate Walters. 

The exhibition presents the work of the nine artists who have collaborated with other artists across creative disciplines, as well as with non-artists and organisations. Challenging the presumption of the sole artist working alone, the collaborators include kick boxers, musicians, surfers, anthropologists and Penzance Library. The results of the partnerships take each artist into new territories. The work will include sculpture, video, sound, drawing, with an extensive programme of associated performances, talks and seminars. 
The Engine Room will present contextual exhibition material from each of the projects and resource information on the artists and their collaborators (see Additional Information). 

Alessandra Ausenda and musician/composer Ruth Wall explore the politics of 'work' and will construct a huge dress with an army of sewing machines and their real life attendants being led by a musical score (18th Dec-9th Jan).

Bernard Irwin’s and artist Howard Silverman’s work is strongly influenced by the environments in which they live and work. Using cardboard, with primary blocks and lines of colour, they will make real kingdoms, tumbling down staircases, an undulating topography of rippling sand dunes, deeply pocketed mountain ranges and city canyons. 

Using video, printmaking and sculpture, Bren Unwin and anthropologist Dr Helen Cornish explore the role of arts practice within an academic framework and whether it can stand such high level scrutiny. 

Jesse Leroy Smith and artist/writer Paul Becker investigate and wonder at the identity of the outsider artist, Palmer White, with whom over the years they have established an extraordinary relationship (but whom neither have met) via found objects and artworks in the landscape. 

Jessica Cooper and fellow surfer Richard Hawkins’s collaboration will take the shape of a book looking at the times when their lives overlap through their shared interest and involvement in the surfing world. 

John Keys and composer Graham Fitkin have created Tidal, a piece of work based in a specific coastal location. As the work plays between the seen and the heard, the visitor will be able to traverse a series of drawings on the glass columns of the gallery window amidst the broadcast of specially composed music. 

Kate Walters and artist Karen Lorenz have developed their project from a series of conversations about human mortality and daughter as carer and how to describe such experiences to an audience through visual means. 

Ken Turner and Kick Boxing World Champion Julie Kitchen create a thrilling weeklong programme of events in the gallery that let the audience experience live Kick Boxing, music, Thai food and very active life drawing sessions (17th – 24th Oct). 

Gareth Edwards moves mountains with the Penzance Library by placing a large section of the art books from the library’s shelves into the gallery, making a direct link between what is on the shelves and what artists produce through research (31st Oct – 12th Dec).    
www.newlynartgallery.co.uk
www.nsanewlyn.com
ENDS

Released on behalf of Newlyn Art Gallery and The Exchange by Excess Energy Communications. For more information, please contact Sharmila Cogger on 07815 90997 or email sharmila@excessenergycomms.com.

Notes to Editor
About the NSA

The NSA is a group of about one hundred and fifty professional artists who either live in the South West or have strong connections with the area. The membership is composed of artists working across the full range of contemporary media including painting, sculpture, photography, printmaking, video/digital, site specific and performance. The NSA has a close working relationship with The Exchange in Penzance and Newlyn Art Gallery where it has had its home since its formation more than a century ago. It is run by a committee elected annually from the membership and administered in collaboration with Newlyn Art Gallery. 
History 

The N.S.A. was originally founded in 1896 by a group of painters in order to organise and manage exhibitions at the then newly built Newlyn Art Gallery. The gallery was built by the benefactor John Passmore Edwards on land donated by C.N. Le Grice and given to the artists based in Newlyn who were later to become known as the Newlyn School. In the following years the NSA and the exhibitions at Newlyn have formed a centre of interest for the arts in the South West. The developments in art over the last century are reflected in the names of the many artists who have exhibited at the Gallery or who have been members of the NSA. A very brief list would include Stanhope Forbes, Norman Garstin, Walter Langley, Lamorna Birch, Dod Proctor, Laura Knight, Alfred Munnings, Peter Lanyon, Bernard Leach, Patrick Heron, John Wells, Whilemena Barns Graham and Terry Frost.

The future

The artists of the NSA work in an area of the country that is rich in artistic history and has an extraordinarily active and vibrant contemporary art scene. Newlyn Art Gallery has since its inception provided a wonderful showcase for the work of the artists of the NSA. Newly extended and refurbished and with the addition of The Exchange in Penzance it continues to show work produced in the region as part of a rich mix of art from the national and international scene. The NSA committee has recently appointed artist Steven Paige as Project Manager, based at Newlyn Art Gallery for two days a week.
Upcoming Shows at Newlyn Art Gallery and The Exchange

SAT 21ST NOV – SAT 30TH JAN

Marcus Coates: Follow the Voice

(Preview, Fri 20th, 7-9pm)

THURS 26TH NOV

Artist’s Talk, Marcus Coates, 7pm

TUE 22ND JAN – SAT 20TH FEB

Transition 10

SAT 13TH FEB – SAT 17TH APR

Fiona Crisp

SAT 6TH MAR – MON 31ST MAY

Jyll Bradley

