PRESS RELEASE: Thursday 21st June 2007

NATIONALLY ACCLAIMED ARTIST PETER FREEMAN UNVEILS LIGHTING SCULPTURE AT THE EXCHANGE GALLERY

A stunning light installation designed to draw people into the world of contemporary art is unveiled today at the new Exchange gallery, Penzance.  The gallery, which opens to the public on 7th July, is the largest contemporary art space this side of Bristol and has commissioned internationally acclaimed and Penzance-based light sculptor Peter Freeman to create the unique, dramatic work.

The light installation draws attention to the building’s sweeping glass façade, the most dramatic element of the architect, MUMA’s, bold design.  The gallery is situated in Princes Street within a former telephone exchange and, working from his studio in Penwith, Peter has developed a computer controlled light installation that has been permanently integrated into the fabric of the 55m long window.  The work is created through a cluster of LEDs in each window bay of the Exchange façade.  Each can be programmed independently so that The Exchange team can set the illumination to run the entire length of window, lighting up the street at night.  The artist has created a range of different programmes which will be used to mark varying types of activity within the building.

The first of its kind, the light ‘sculpture’ is effected by the surrounding environment and barometric pressure.  As a result one of the sequences means that that the building effectively indicates to passers-by what the weather is doing or likely to do.  Another option is triggered by the movement of passers-by so that at night.  As people approach the end of the façade they will trigger the illumination of each window panel in sequence, one after the other, the point of light travels along the length of the façade so that at an average walking pace, the movement appears to match the person’s journey as they move along the pavement.      
Over the last 25 years, Peter has created a number of major public art commissions. His work involves taking vibrant animated colour and new emerging lighting technologies to put a visual vitality back into the urban landscape.  Born in Manchester, Peter was first inspired by light as a medium by Blackpool illuminations. He made his first light sculptures while studying for a fine art degree at Bristol Polytechnic.

He was later inspired by the colour and scale of the neon architecture in Las Vegas, and spent two years studying neon glass blowing. Peter has also completed an MA in fine art at Goldsmith College, London before moving to Nancledra near Penzance in 1993.  He is one of the country’s leading artists working with light, often presenting work in non-gallery situations and one of his best known works in the South West is 'Traveling Light', a 13m high column of light sited at junction 21 of the M5 motorway, a gateway beacon welcoming visitors to the south west. 
James Green, Director of the Exchange, said: “Peter Freeman is a nationally acclaimed artist with commissions across Europe, so we are excited to be unveiling his work at The Exchange.   His lighting will make a real feature of this great building, drawing members of the public into the gallery and will provide Penzance with a stunning new landmark. A big part of The Exchange’s work is engaging with different communities, and this project enables us to do that every night.  This switch-on is a key step towards our fast-approaching gallery opening and it is thrilling to see that Peter’s work is being so well received.”

Peter Freeman says, “Having delivered projects all over the country it has been especially exciting and satisfying to create such a major piece of work on my home ground.  The Exchange is such an iconic new building for Penzance and it will be such a significant addition to the contemporary arts scene in the South West.  It has therefore been an honour to have been involved in creating the lighting project and without a doubt, seeing it all become a reality tonight is a very special feeling of achievement.  I would like to wish the team behind The Exchange, and the refreshed Newlyn Gallery, all the very best for the opening and the future development of their innovative work.” 
The Exchange opens to the public on Saturday 7th July 2007, along with its sister venue Newlyn Art Gallery which has undergone a major refurbishment. The Exchange’s inaugural exhibition, social systems, runs from 7th July to 2nd September. Curated by ProjectBase, the exhibition brings together international artists with the Cornish community.  
For more information please contact Teri Laing, Development Manager on 01736 363715. Email: teri.laing@newlynartgallery.co.uk
